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1. Scope 
This document describes the method by which Stichting MPS manages its sector certification 

standards. It concerns the following certification standards: 

  

• MPS-ABC 

• MPS-Quality 

• MPS-SQ 

• Florimark TraceCert 

• Florimark Good Trade Practices (GTP) 

• Florimark GTP Road Carriers 

 

These are referred to as the ‘MPS certification standards’ below. 

 

2. Ownership 
The MPS certification standards are owned by Stichting MPS. 

 

3. Scope of application of MPS certification standards 
The MPS certification standards apply to companies that operate in the agricultural sector (including 

horticulture, arable farming, tree cultivation, bulb cultivation and breeding), i.e.: 

• growers  

• auctions 

• dealers 

 

4. Participant 
A participant is a company that operates in the agricultural sector and to which MPS certification 

standards apply. 

 

Participants can be certified under one or more MPS certification standards. For this purpose, they can 

enter into a certification agreement with a certification body that has a licencing agreement with 

Stichting MPS. Each participant is allocated an MPS number.  

For participants who are growers, we use the GLN (Global Location Number) as basic identification in 

external communications, to make aspects such as FSI compliance measurable. 

 

5. Certification Body (CB) 
Certification bodies that wish to provide certification services under MPS certification standards can 

enter into a licensing agreement with Stichting MPS. 

 

Audits and assessments performed under MPS certification standards may only be carried out by 

auditors who meet the MPS qualification requirements and work for a certification body that has a 

licencing agreement with Stichting MPS. 

 

Stichting MPS sets the conditions of the licence and auditor qualification requirements. It also sets the 

audit time for the MPS certification standards.  
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6. Fees 
a) A fee is charged for the licence for a certification body. These costs are set and billed to the 

certification body by Stichting MPS. 

 

b) A fee is charged for participation in MPS standards. Depending on the certification standard, 

these costs are or billed to the participant by Stichting MPS or the certification body based on the 

signed certification agreement. Rates for audit hours and any additional costs such as travel and 

accommodation expenses are set by the CB. 

 

7. Changes 
a) It may be necessary to make changes to a certification standard. These will be implemented by 

MPS based on evolving insights and market signals. The procedure for changes is available on the 

website: www.my-mps.com. Participants are informed of such changes on behalf of Stichting MPS. 

 

b) Participants are notified of changes to MPS certification standards as long as they are registered as 

a participant in the standard concerned. 

 

c) The procedure specifies a transitional period during which participants can make any necessary 

adjustments and implement the changed requirements. 

 

d) If a participant is unable to meet the changed certification requirements after the transitional 

period, this means that its certification cannot be continued under the new requirements. 

 

e) Should the legislation, conditions, rules or guidelines referred to in this MPS certification standard 

and relevant regulations be changed, the new versions thereof will apply as of the date set by the 

MPS Board. 

 

8. Exemption 
a) In exceptional cases, the MPS Board may grant an exemption for a specified period (temporarily) 

to an individual participant in an MPS certification standard. The procedure for this, ‘Requesting 

excemptions’, is available under Documents on the MPS website. 

 

b) The exemption cannot relate to or contradict any statutory requirements. 

 

c) The exemption is documented and shared with the participant concerned and, for information 

purposes, with the certification body. The participant must keep the exemption in a safe place and 

make it available for inspection during any checks. 

 

d) The certification body checks the participant’s compliance with the conditions of the exemption. 

 

9. Use of the collective MPS trademark 

a) Stichting MPS grants growers of agricultural products who meet all the requirements of one or 

more MPS certification standards the non-exclusive use of its uniform MPS vignette. 

 

b) Growers may use the uniform MPS vignette containing the participant’s unique MPS number.  

 

c) Conditions for the use of the uniform MPS-Vignette are set out in the document ‘Instructions for 

use of the uniform MPS-Vignette’ and can be downloaded from www.my-mps.com. 

http://www.my-mps.com/
http://www.my-mps.com/
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d) The certification body ensures the correct use and application of the MPS-Vignette. Spot checks 

are carried out on this during the periodic audits. 

 

10. Sanctions 
a) The participant must comply with the legal requirements at all times.  

 

b) The MPS certification standards set requirements that exceed the legal standards. If the 

participant fails to meet its obligations under the certification standard, the sanction 

arrangements of Stichting MPS and/or the certification body will come into effect. 

 

11. Liability 
The provisions concerning liability are set out in the MPS General Terms and Conditions and the Data 

Policy. These documents are available on the website: www.my-mps.com. 

 

12. Publication 
a) A copy of the certification standard can be downloaded from www.my-mps.com. 

 

b) Stichting MPS publishes an up-to-date list of MPS participants (certified companies) on its website.  

 

c) Stichting MPS publishes an up-to-date list of designated certification bodies via its website. 

 

d) The Dutch text of these conditions is decisive for the interpretation thereof.  

 

13. Group Label 
The MPS Group Label enables a group of companies, such as a growers’ association or a cooperative, 

to display one joint status in the form of a label. To be eligible for the MPS-Group Label, participants 

must meet the requirements of the MPS-Group Label and must sign the MPS-Group Label 

participation agreement. For more information on the MPS-Group Label, visit www.my-mps.com.  

 

14. Applicable law 
The provisions concerning the applicable law are set out in the MPS General Terms and Conditions and 

the Data Policy. These documents are available on the website: www.my-mps.com. 

 

15. Additional audits 
In response to factors such as observed shortcomings or upon receipt of complaints or indications 

about the participant, the CB may conduct an additional audit (possibly unannounced) of the 

certificate holder on behalf of Stichting MPS. The scope of the audit is determined by MPS. An 

additional audit may only be performed if the certificate holder has a valid MPS certificate. The aim of 

this audit is to assess whether the certificate holder continues to meet the requirements of the MPS 

certification standard concerned between two regular audits. The CB will report the findings to the 

certificate holder and Stichting MPS. 

In the event of an unannounced audit, the CB will give the certificate holder short notice immediately 

beforehand of its intention to perform the audit. This notification shall be given within a period of no 

less than 24 and no more than 48 hours (1-2 working days). The certificate holder may refuse this audit 

https://www.my-mps.com/
http://www.my-mps.com/
https://my-mps.com/gecertificeerdebedrijven/?lang=en
http://www.my-mps.com/
https://www.my-mps.com/
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for medical or other justified reasons. In that case, the certificate holder will receive a second 

notification of an audit (no less than 24 and no more than 48 hours in advance). If an audit cannot take 

place for unjustified reasons, this will result in suspension of the MPS-SQ certificate.  


